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IN THE PIBOR REGION. SOME EXPECTANT MOTHERS TOWARDS T .
LEAVE THER REMOTE HOMES AMONGST THE NOMADIC CATTLE HERDS TQ SLEEP N THE MOTHERS

WAITING HOUSE  WHERE
HEALTHCARE IN THE
ENSURE THAT

THEY ARE JUST

REGION 1S SO LIMITED, THAT THIS |S ONE OF THE ONLY WaAYS THEY CAN
THEY'LL HAVE THE SUPPORT OF

MARIA

BORN TO LaTo
1471 SerTemeer 2019

END OF THEIR PREGNANCY

METRES FROM MSE’s MATERNITY WARD. ACCESS TO

TRAINED MIDWIVES WHEN LABOUR BEGINS.

E'” MOST VOTHERS WHO TRAVEL HERE MUST WALK BAREFOCT THROUGH THE BUSH FOR DAYS.
MY i
CASE, !
T WAS AS |
A PLANE, ' SKETCHED,
HELICOFTER, THEY TOLD
461 & pap ME THE
OF GUMBOOTS STORY OF
THAT CARRIED Mara’s
ME FROM MY
HOME IN THE ~
UK 10 THE _
MOTHERS'

MSF
INVITED

ME & MY
SKETCHPAD TD

THE MOTHERS W AITING
RIOUSE N THE HOPE THAT
SB BB MORE WELCOME...

o
A

¥ Magia’s voTHER LATO

DMOTHER  CHACHA wERE

10 SEE ME SRETCHING. &
PY FOR ME TO DRAW THEM,
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. | We've BeeN ExPEc‘.mquu,l @ [N T |anrl SIT wiTh ug! ||cTEN|
IT WAS THE ¥2oU VE_ ALREADY HET Mg 4 ~ THAT THE _ LL TRANELATE FOR YoOU
MIDWIFE WHO AT & CHACHA BABY'S HAME? :

DELIVERED # L THEY HNAMED HER
Maeis who @

TRANSLATED
THE STORY
OF HER

BIRTH FOR
ME. LocaL
0 Flpor,
SHE TRAINED
WiTH MSF
TO BECOME
A MIDWIFE,

T T

WE coMe
FROM THE
VILLAGE OF
MALLODIN
MANY DAYS
WhLK FROM
P ieor

MarRIA, | "M SORRY BUT
THE SWATTING SOUND |S &
DISRUPTING MY RECORDING..

HER CONTRACTIONS BEGAN
CALLED OUR NE\GABOUR

WHO 15 SKILLED
WITH BIRTHS-

o adl

CAME TO DUR HOLSE®

Y,

J 15&15

'_%ﬂffgp 3
AYS

i ...| TRIED m HELP
h LaiTe 16 DELIIVE

- BUT STILL THE -
BABY WOULD NOT GOME)s

WHFT & HA“P:\HW""
IS SKE GGING TO

BE oKavrs |g§
THE BABY QOKAY

——

| 'M 50 aOPEr::::;:}
| DGN'T HNOW 4
WHAT s WRONG .

IN GuMuRyK

TOWN THERE_ _
MIGHT BE MSF |
MIDWIVES WHO
M AN KELR. ..

BUT
MANY DAYS WALK
FROM HERE ...

I DON'T THINKE
SHE " 1L
MAKE IT...




SUNRISEI

WERE SO BAD

THAT LAiTo

COULDN'T WALK

ALDNE 50 | HAD TO

SUPPORT HER ALWAYS,

IT 15 RAINY SEASON,

& THE PATH WAS Fu_;.’
-

THE CONTRACTIONS L v
\

OF WATER SO THAT
SOMETIMES WE
WERE WADING

“WHEN DARKNESS '

% CAME, Wi WERE STILL | |
. WALKING & | WORRIZD
LA THAT ME'D HAVE =
To SLEEP BY /|
HTHE paTH™

1BUT
THEN

WE
SPOTTIED

A HOUSE "

L THEY WERE
STRANGERS TO

US=BUT WHEN f}-fm'

spaw LAITO WAS PREGNANT ‘
THEY WELCOMED US INTO THEIR HOME * 4




I'BY NOW WE WERE VERY WEAK,|
[FOR DAYS WE D HAD NO FOOD)
/ISINCE THE CONTRACTIONS BEGAN
LAITO COULDN T DRINK MUGH
WATER OTHERWISE THE BABY §
HEAD WOULD HAVE GROWN SOF
[HERE SHE GOES AGAIN
| WITH THESE SILLY IDEAS

OUR HOST = . - .
BLESSED OUR ‘ THEY BLESSED

JOURNEY US LIKE THIS

WHAT DOES |T FEEL LIKE? TO BE HUNGRY LIKE THAT?

YOUR HEAD 2ECOMES so HEAVY
EVERYTHING SPINS ODUTWARDS

)7/.)_

DOTS DANCE _
IN YOUR EYES", @

I REMEMBER
ud (e HUNGER
ButT wE - = ffﬁ%
ARE No @ DS s WAS A
- STRANGERS . 2R CHILD
me. e
F
A
L
\
S
AWAY

UNT 1
EVERYTH |
FADI
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THERE
o W\ WiLL

ot 0 O /| - \ L | BE
INTED, WED'STOPY N\ 1 HUNGER

g'vﬁﬂﬂni OF A TREEN AGA I N
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DESCRIBE ITT

i WAS THE PATH?
WOULD

k| L‘I-Li

| KNEW WE HAD

DESPITE LAITO'S WEAKNESS,



‘EVENTUALLY WE REACHED A RIVER T00 DEEP TO WALK.
I PAID TWO MEN TO HELP US CROSS.

THEY HAD NO B0AT - ONLY A PLASTIC CLOTH
THE MEN PLACED THE PLASTIC ON° THE WATER & SWAM IT ACROSS-

DT ABLE TO SWIM-

LAITO WAS 50 AFRAID

No
| wasSN "T!

. OR
WE B

JUST

51 NK

DEEPER

N\ &
DEEPER

UNTTL

ALL THREE OF U5 DROWNED




[T TOOK US TWO DAYS TO WALK TO GUMURUK . BUT AT THE CLIKIC- : E
THEY COULDN'T HELP VS £%,. '

"M S0 SORRY [THE PATH S FLOODED, — L
You HAﬁE TO  WE LL NEVER MAKE IU ALL WE CEULD hid) _ _fuqéi 5

GO To IBOR ; 15 WAIT HOPE a0/ ——
WHERE THEY 'LL messace MSF Pigor - ' o Rl e
HAVE BETTER \_THEY LL SEND A BOAT |, .
FACILITIES. | o o b/ O(PERHAPS | WiLL
| 7's POSSIBLE = \Lose Laito ToO
|SHE, NEEDS A

—3EkTIDN

j\\g_ -~

WE WAITED TWO DAYS
& THEN MAR(A CAME |

MSF SENT ME INcASE LAITO
BEL |VERED ON THE JOURNEY .
Tr—nf RIYER WAS Too THIEK
WITH WEEDS-THE ONLY WAy
was BY HELICOPTER

AFTER THE
HEL | COPTER
ARR IVED, MANY
THINGS STARTED
TO HAPPEN
VERY FAST

THEN , WHEN
IT SEEMED THE
- CONTRACT |ONS
HAD LASTED
EIGHT SEASONS
INSTEAD OF
EIGHT DAYS5

ANDSTILL-
XCERPT FOR
R-& SHE




| cx] EnDUGH
WiTH THE Mup!

lf'nl. 50 HAVE 6
15 L@
- '\J||}| HER OWN —]-' BUT MY You
CHILD WILL BE NEEDING MY MILK

IBur LaiTa's BEADS »it=|s'|I ,HERF|‘|‘IJIJ BRAW 1T, /f_ o' voUu THINE [T LOOKS LIKE] ALlo?)

Gfa_ﬂzzjjﬂg_auanl colonrs | Toon T 1 A7 ;Hx P = T,
S N Kr-mrl HOM. i

NEEDL T8 |
HOME NOW .
| "o LikE

Yoy Ta

WELL ...
| WISH You

ALL HEALTH = T— You' LL ALWAYS BE WELCOME

& LIKE ME
SHE 15 MY
DAUGHTER

ALL OF HER ;
IS NME.

WILL -SING NG U ONE
F |

IN OUR VILLAGF

& HAPPINESS . ; \ JUST Ask fFor LAITO & CHA . .



YOU'VE JUST READ
WHAT  WAS '
INTENDED AS

THE LAST

FAGE IN

THIS

STORY.

DRAWING [T, |

RECEIVED AN
MSF FIELD
UPDATE:

VING |} H,
HIT PIBOR, SWEEPING
THROUGH MSF's CLINIE™
& TARING MY ENDING ¥
WITH. THEM,

. A
IN THE
AFTERMATH
OF MY FIELD VISIT,
| D TRIED SO HARD T0

SHOW Pjgor. As I'p

MaRiA
INFORMED US
THAT CHACHA, Lamo ™
& THEIR BABY SARELY

NED TO GUMURUK 3
DAYS BEFORE THE FLOGODS.

BUT AFTER THAT...
WHO KNOWS.

s

B Pigogaitwn ‘.

REMAINING ISLAND OF HIGH LAND. INCREASINGL
CONGESTED: WITH OpLY ONE BOREHOLE & N

LATRINES| LIVING cONDITONS RAPIDLY DETERIORATED
'HEN THE FLOODS EVENTUALLY. RECEDE, A

CE OF INTERCOMMUMAL TENSIOWS WOULD
L NEW WAVE OF VIOLENCE, FORCING LOCAL

THEIR HOMES AGAIN

REAL STORIES DON'T HAVE ENDINGS -

AT A CERTAIN POINT WE JUST STOP TELLING THEM.



